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THE IN STYLE SHOPPER

All prices are for fiv+

piece place settings:

1. Object Pointus stain-

less by Philippe Starck

for Sasaki, $150 (212-

68e'5080). 2. Sterlingr

silver Chain Link, Ralph

Lauren Home Collec-

tion, $2,200 (212-60e'

2100). 3. M6andre by

Versace for Rosenthal,

silver plate, $495 (80(}-

27+3'374, code 44).

4, Robert A.M. Stern's

Sienna stainless, $75,

for Sasaki. 5. Elsa

Peretti's Padova ster-

ling for Tiffany & Co.,

$s15 (800-526-0649).

6. Calvin Klein Home's

stainless Mercer, $60

(800-294-7978). 7. Wal-

lis stainless by Vicente

Wolf for Sasaki, $100.

' lwlse?uys
Going for a

sharp-looking table?

Choose from
classic patterns or

fashion-forward

flatware designs,

sensible stainless

or sumptuous

sterling

Utensils? Cudery? Forget

it-there's not nearly

enough glamour in those

terms for the flatware

that's out there now.

Think of the fashionable

table as the little black

dress, and flatware as the

accessory. Classic sterling

silver and silver plate are

being redefined by the

chic new patterns created

by fashion designers,

now that Gianni Versace

Calvin Klein and Ralph

Lauren are dressing

the table. And, everyday

stainless steel has gone from bland

to unforgettable with designer

Phil ippe Starck's slim, dramatic

forms and architect

Robert

A.M. Stern's

sturdy eating tools

incised with house shapes. You use

your flatware every day, so whether

it's sterling silver, stainless or silver

plate, take the time to choose some-

thing you'll want to keep looking at-

and even pass along. Here's the dish

on all you'll need to keep your table

hopping. -NancyAngiello
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IOW tO high bamboo-the look for less and the luxurious real deal
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Stainless steel with solid

wood handles, by Savoir

Vivre lnternational; $50

for five.piece place set-

t ing (212-684-6065)

Real bamboo'handled

stainless, Bergdorf

Goodman private label;

$ 1 55 for five.piece set

{800-218-4918)

Towle's Mandarin ster-

ling-silver pattern is made

to order; $350 for four-

piece set, through select

retailers (6'l 7-568-1 300)

Sterling silver takes the

shape of bamboo for this

Tiffany & Go. exclusive

pattern; $4'15 for four-

piece set (800-526-0649)

Buccellati's Tahiti, in

bamboo and sterling sil-

ver: pure extravagance at

$2,658 for fivepiece din-

ner setting (800-223-7885)

before you buy
The good stuf f  wi l l  last  you i r  l i fet i rne-and

then some. Be picky. Ask questions. D<ln't rush.

I Sterling silver: Look for the "sterl ing" starnp

on the back <lf eirch piece z.rnd get a guarantee.

Quality silver is patterned on both the front

and back of the pieces. Be sure the pattern is

clistinct and finely wrought.

I Silver plate: Weight is key-n.rore silver plat-

ing equals higher quality. Places that t irke the

nrost wear and tear (the back of the spoon and

the fork tines) should be strengthenecl with r.ur

extr.r layer of silver, called overlay.

I Stainless steel: The best is r8/tl and r8/ro

(r t l percent chromium for strength, 8 or ro

percent nickel  for  shine).

care
sterfing and silver plateTreat it tuitb res-

pect, but not kid gloues. The more you trsc

your siluer, the better it u,ill l<tok. Thc pa-

tintt-tlrc soft luster thttt bappens u,ben

minusculc scratches merge for an

allouer gloru-ke eps tarnisb at bay.

ttorage Altuays store in a dry place

-siluer chests and silt,er cloths

Christian Lacroix's Passe

mentre silver-plated

serving tool,

$17s (8oo-

799-6886)

(pdcific cloth) kecp siluer

s u I fttt e - tu t d t a u t i s b -f r c e.

washing Ncuer prrt lxtllotu-

handled krriucs in tltc disbu,ash-

er-jarring can loosut thc tbin

band of silucr conrtecting thc handle

to the blade . Auoid ltrolongad soak-

ing: Minerals in u,ttter cttrr ttttack finisb.

drying Alu,ays by l1nnr1. Droplets of'

water can causa black spots ()il silucr.

never mix, never worry Stainless ,md

siluer shouldrit rninglc in the disbuash-

er since tbel' 6r11tt, ettclt otlter to pit and

stain-it's n chcntical rcac!ilnt.

taking

Devon Jarvis
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classic patterns
STYLE
&HISTORY
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SETTI
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Pearls The distinctive feature is a rim of tiny silver pearls,

or beads, that dresses up plain, classic patterns. The design

first appeared in r8th-century England and France.

Christofle's silvor-

plated Perles,

$260, also avail-

able in sterling,

$650 (800-799-

68861

Art Nouueau Swirly, swoony and romantic, this type of pat-

tern reflects the art nouveau movement that flowered in the

r89os. Tiffany & Co,'s elaborate version set the trend in r88o.

Gorham's Goldon

Swirl in stainless

steel with electro-

platod 24-kt gold

swirl, $85 (800-

63ffi669)

Kizgs Dating to r8th<entury Europe, and 1834 in America,

this ornate style-interpreted by many makers-features the

anthemion motif, an intricate, spreading floral cluster.

New Kings in ster-

ling, $400, Ralph

Laurgn Home

Colloction for

Reed & Barton

(212€0e2r00)

the scoop on trends
Creativity and color are waking up the table. Flatware

meets fashion in funky fabric looks such as Sabre's

summery houndstooth, sweet ginghams, and red, blue

or green toile patterns. Handles are hot in pastels,

deep brights and eye-popping shades-Mepra's new

resin colors include lime and orange (also, matching

chargers and barware). And art is imitating l ife: twigs

in bronze, plastic handles that look l ike tortoiseshell,

mother-of-pearl, marble or multicolored granite.

Artisan's wares, l ike Dary Rees's wire-wrapped and

bejeweled stainless espresso spoon set, are perfect as

housewarming or hostess gifts. Go wild.

Above, left to right: Glass-gemmed espresso spoons by

Dary Rees, set of four, $36 (305-655-1975); Houndstooth

fivepiece place setting by Sabre in red, green, blue or yel-

low, $62 at  Marel  Gi f ts (516-466-3118);  Vance Ki t i ra 's

bronze twig five'piece place setting with natural cotton

napkin, $39 (800-646-6360h fivepiece stainless and resin

set in 21 colors, by Mepra, $e2 at Squisito (30$331-8080).

Slel/ AIso known as Shell and Thread (a grooved or raised

thread runs around the edge) this pattern dates back to the

reign of King George III in England.

On6ida's

Heirloom

Stainless Colloc-

tion features

Classic Shell, $75

(800-8776667)

Pistol The pistol-shaped grip, which is used for the knife

handle only, goes back to r8oos England. Today it is seen in

numerous versions, from starkly smooth to embellished.

Lenox's stainless

version of the clas.

sic is Monticello

Thomas Jefferson,

$69 (80063$

3669)

Devon Jarvis




